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The Cleveland Museum of Art’s 67th annual May Show, on view at the Museum from 
May 14 through June 29, is a showcase for some of the finest and most imaginative 
work produced by artists and craftsmen of Ohio’s Western Reserve during the past 
year. The 1986 May Show contains 212 works by 178 artists, selected from 2,334 
entries submitted by 1,324 artists. Eight artists won awards; works of twenty-two 
others were cited by jurors for special mention. 

Reflecting national and international trends, a large number of works in this 
year’s show are representational. Recognizable images — especially the human figure, 
landscape, animal forms, and architecture — are found not only in paintings, prints, 
drawings, and photographs, but also in sculpture and crafts, including ceramics, 
glass, and textiles. While representationalism can be seen as the distinguishing 
feature of this year’s show, Tom E. Hinson, the Museum’s curator of contemporary 
art, points out ’’that in only a few works are the subjects precisely rendered. 

Many paintings and drawings, for example, are expressively, gesturally executed, 
their surfaces dense with richly, sometimes idiosyncratically , applied materials. 

This year there is also a greater interest in content, narrative (often obscured by ^ 
personal iconography), and eccentricity.” 

Exemplifying this trend are two large-scale expressive paintings of flatly 
rendered figures by Ken Nevadomi, associate professor of art at Cleveland State 
University, who received the $1000 award for painting. Nevadomi ’s Man Who Lived 
In a Refrigerator and Folding Up of Things are painted with aggressive brushstrokes 
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and strong, acidic hues, and offer, in Hinson’s words, "a pessimistic view of the 
human condition." Nevadomi’s work has been exhibited widely in northern Ohio, 
including the May Show, where he received special mentions for painting in 1974 
and 1977. Last year he was one of seventeen Midwesterners included in the 39th 
Biennial Exhibition of Contemporary Painting at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in 
Washington, D.C. 

Sculptures, also small in number this year, are quite impressive, sharing 
with painting and graphics an abundance of expressive, decorative, and embellished 
surfaces. The $1000 award for sculpture went to Mark Soppeland, associate professor 
of art at the University of Akron, for his striking and complex work titled house 
between planes . A wooden model house about two and a half feet high, its walls and 
roof fragmented as if by an explosion, is pierced with numerous slender wooden rods, 
the whole sculpture covered with a rich texture of spattered paint. An enigmatic 
work, house between planes suggests a release of energy or a violent transition from 
one state to another. Soppeland ’s works have been exhibited extensively throughout 
Ohio and have been represented in the May Show since 1979. 

The high level of quality in both graphics and photography prompted the jurors 
to once again divide the $1000 graphics award between that category and photography. 
Lakewood artist George Mauersberger received $500 for his two large, complex graphite 
and watercolor drawings. Diagram and Docu-Drama have a sketchbook quality, combining 
carefully rendered objects with brief sketches, notes, and doodles. Mauersberger, 
a first-time May Show exhibitor, holds a B.F.A. from Carnegie-Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, and an M.F.A. from Ohio University. He has exhibited his work primarily 
in galleries in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Columbus. 

William D. Wade won $500 for his black and white photograph. Music Video Love , 
which comments on popular forms of entertainment. A television set, its screen 
showing a man and woman embracing, sits in a corner of a room whose walls are hung 
with 45 rpm records of popular 50s tunes and a Linda Ronstadt poster. Wade, who is 
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now a staff photographer for The Pittsburgh Press , was formerly a photographer with 
the Akron Beacon Journal . His work has been shovm in Akron and Pittsburgh and in a 
1983 May Show. 

The $1000 crafts award was also split between two artists this year. Brent 
Kee Young, associate professor and chairman of the glass and ceramics departments 
at The Cleveland Institute of Art, received $500 for two beautifully designed glass 
vases incorporating fossil-like forms, which he titles Good and Plenty and Silverado . 
Young is nationally known for his work in glass. A May Show exhibitor since 1974, he 
won a special mention for crafts in 1977. 

The other half of the crafts prize went to Jan Sobota, a bookbinder and restorer 
of fine books, for two exquisitely crafted leather book bindings and jackets whose 
imaginative and witty designs were inspired by the contents of the books. Sobota, 
who has lived in Cleveland for less than two years, is a graduate of the School of 
Applied Arts in Prague and holds the title of master of applied arts in the field 
of design bookbinding and restoration from the Ministry of Culture in Czechoslovakia. 
His works have been shown primarily in Europe and are in a number of museum and 
private collections there. His two entries in last year's May Show received special 
mentions for crafts. 

The Robert Mann $500 award for ceramics was given to Patricia Hughes /Schneider 
for her triptych of vases — their surfaces covered with colorful, decorative, abstract 
compositions — meant to be hung on a wall. The artist, a resident of Cleveland Heights, 
has exhibited widely in this area and in every May Show since 1982. 

Edward S. Wohl, a native of Cleveland who now has a woodworking studio in 
Ridgeway, Wisconsin, won the Horace E. Potter Memorial Award for Excellence in 
Craftsmanship for his superbly crafted cherry wood high chair, a handsome rendition 
of a traditional form. Wohl's hand-made furniture has been exhibited in three 
previous May Shows: 1982, when he received the Potter Award for a cherry wood cradle; 
1983; and 1984, when he received a $500 crafts award for a cedar chest. 
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Special mentions for painting were given to: Suzanne L. Fisher, Michael Kellers, 
Gerald Kramer, Scott Miller, Edward A. Raffel, and Jim Rottmayer. In sculpture, 
special mentions went to Gloria DeArcangelis , C.A, McWeeny, and Edwin Mieczkowski. 

Artists receiving special mentions for graphics were John Gulyas, Paul Jacklitch, 

Hugh Kepets, Kendra L. Kostiha, and J. Noel Reifel; for photography, Thomas A. 

Acomb, Pat Bishop, Robert Holcepl, Willard Traub^ and Arnold Tunstall. Special 
mentions for crafts went to Deborah Banyas, Joseph P. Kraus, and Peggy Spaeth. 

Works in the May Show were selected by members of the Museum ^s professional 
staff and two outside jurors. Patterson Sims, associate curator of The Whitney 
Museum of American Art, New York, served on the juries for painting, sculpture, 
graphics, and photography. Elena Karina Canavier, director of the Public Art Trust, 
Washington, D.C., assisted in judging craft entries. Tom Hinson, who served as 
coordinator of the May Show, offers his comments on the show in the May issue of The 
Bulletin of The Cleveland Museum of Art , which serves as the catalogue for the exhibition. 

The 1986 May Show can be viewed during regular Museum hours: Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm; Wednesday from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm; Saturday 
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm; and Sunday from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. The Museum is closed on 
Mondays . 

Gallery talks on the May Show will be given at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, May 14, 
and Sunday, May 18, and again on Wednesday, June 25, and Sunday, June 29, by 
Gerald Karlovec and Nancy McAfee of the Museum's Department of Education. A slide 
tape on the 1986 May Show will run continuously in the Museum's audio-visual 
center while the exhibition is on view. 

The 1986 May Show is assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. 

# # # 


For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public Information Office, 
The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



